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10 July 2026
Dear Parents and Carers

It is hard to believe that we are now approaching the end of another academic year, with just one
week remaining before the summer break. The recent warm weather has certainly reminded us
that summer has arrived, and we have once again made some sensible adjustments in school to
help students remain comfortable and focused. Thank you for your support with our decision to
temporarily replace full school uniform with PE kit for the remainder of term. As before, students
have represented the academy extremely well, wearing their PE kit appropriately and continuing to
demonstrate the high standards we expect.

With the end of term now in sight, attention turns to our annual GO Week, which begins next
week. GO Week is one of the highlights of the school calendar, giving us the opportunity to step
away from our normal timetables and focus instead on Growth, Opportunity and enrichment. A
huge programme of activities has been planned, allowing students to experience new
opportunities, spend time outdoors, develop new skills and enjoy learning in different ways. We
have been delighted by the enthusiasm shown by students when selecting their activities, and |
know staff are looking forward to a fantastic week. As part of this, the majority of students will be
taking part in an off-site visit on Thursday. If your child has chosen an outdoor activity, please
ensure they apply sunscreen before arriving at school, bring additional sunscreen with them for
reapplication during the day, and have plenty of drinks to stay hydrated.

This week also saw the successful completion of our Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Final Expedition.
Fortunately, the group managed to complete their expedition before the temperatures reached this
week's highest levels, although conditions were still warm and demanding. | congratulate every
student involved for their resilience, teamwork and determination. Completing a Duke of Edinburgh
expedition is a significant achievement and one that students should be incredibly proud of.

Looking ahead, a group of our Year 10 students will depart on Monday morning for their much-
anticipated Switzerland trip. With a very early start of 4.15am, | suspect there may be a few sleepy
students (and staff!) by the time they set off. The trip offers a wonderful range of educational and
cultural experiences, including visits to CERN, the world-renowned European Organisation for
Nuclear Research, where scientists explore some of the biggest questions about our universe, and
the United Nations. We wish all those travelling a safe and enjoyable trip and look forward to
hearing all about their experiences upon their return. Again, | urge parents to check the weather
forecast in Switzerland and pack appropriate clothing and sunscreen!
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As we prepare for September, | would also like to share some staffing updates. We say farewell to
Mrs Gooding (English), Miss Hodgkinson (Science) and Mrs Williams (Science), and we sincerely
thank them for their service to the academy and wish them every success in the future.

A particularly special mention must go to Miss Jones, who retires this summer after an incredible
20 years at Clayton Hall Academy. Joining initially as an Assistant Headteacher before becoming
Deputy Headteacher, Miss Jones has been an invaluable member of staff, a trusted colleague and a
source of support for countless students and families. She has built an enduring connection with
our community and will be greatly missed. Miss Jones asked me to share the following message:

"What an amazing 20 years it has been working at Clayton Hall Academy with so many wonderful
students and staff. It's been a privilege to get to know some of the Clayton families and be part of
the community. Thank you to all the students, past and present, for the laughs, the lessons and the
joy - 1 will miss seeing those smiling faces every day!"

Whilst nobody could truly replace Miss Jones, | am delighted that Mrs Rebeca Young has already
joined us as Deputy Headteacher. She has quickly established herself as a valued member of our
leadership team, bringing warmth, enthusiasm and a real passion for young people's education.

We are also pleased to welcome several new colleagues who will join us in September: Mr Halim
(Science), Miss Hughes (PE/PSHE), Miss Stanway (RE) and Mr Watson (Mathematics). We look
forward to welcoming them to the Clayton family.

As a reminder, from September our Heads of Year will be:

e Mrs Newton —Year 7
e Mr Cartlidge — Year 8
e Miss Holland — Year 9
e Mr Smallman - Year 10
e Mrs Chorlton — Year 11

One of the key benefits of our pastoral structure is continuity. Not only will students keep the same
Form Tutor throughout their time at the academy, but they will now also retain the same Head of
Year as they progress through school, helping to strengthen relationships and support.

We have recently been contacted by several partner organisations with opportunities for students
and families over the summer holidays. To make things easier, we have brought all these together
into a Summer Opportunities and Activities Guide, which is attached. We hope this "one-stop
shop" helps families discover new activities and experiences to enjoy during the break.

Finally, a reminder that Friday 17 July is the final day of term, and school will close at 12.55pm.
Students return after the summer holiday on Thursday 3 September, but before we get there, we
still have an exciting final week ahead. Please can | ask for your continued support in ensuring
students arrive each day wearing their PE kit correctly and continuing to uphold the high standards
that make Clayton Hall Academy such a special place.
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Thank you, as always, for your continued support throughout the year.

Warm regards

o

CATY REID
Headteacher

Encs: Summer activities

Term Dates 2026-27

Dates for your diary:

Thurs 9 or Fri 10 Jul

Year 10 Geography fieldtrips — POSTPONED (new dates — 1 or 2 Oct)
(further info from agraham@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk)

Mon 13 Jul - Fri 17 Jul

Year 10 Switzerland trip
(further info from awhite@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk)

Summer Trips

Thurs 16 Jul (further info from tlongshaw@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk)
Fri 17 July Term ends at 12.55pm
Thurs 20 Aug Year 11 Results Day (9.00am)

Thurs 3 Sept

Years 7-11 - Autumn Term begins
- Years 7 and 11 to arrive for 8.40am
- Years 8,9 and 10 to arrive during breaktime & before 11.15am
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