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12 June 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers 

As we move further into June, this final stretch of the academic year feels like an important one, 
with plenty still to do. Whether students are finishing examinations, preparing for assessments or 
continuing to build strong routines, consistent effort, focus and pride in their work make all the 
difference. I encourage all students to keep going and stay positive!  

It has been another ‘keep going’ week for our Year 11 students, who continue with their GCSE 
examinations, with the end almost in sight.  They are now on study leave, but please remember 
that we remain here to support them - whether that is through subject teachers, Heads of Year or 
wider pastoral staff. 

As a reminder, we have recently strengthened our pastoral team to ensure students are well 
supported throughout their time with us. As we move towards a five Head of Year model from 
September, Mrs Newton will take on the role of Head of Year for our new Year 7 cohort, while Miss 
Holland will become Head of Year 9. Mr Smallman and Mrs Chorlton will lead Years 10 and 11 
respectively, and Mr Cartlidge will remain with our current Year 7 as they move into Year 8. This 
approach provides greater continuity, enabling strong relationships to develop and ensuring that 
support is always readily available when students need it most. 

Next week brings the final few exams, and although the end is close, these are no less important. 
Encouraging students to maintain focus and motivation right through to the last paper will make a 
real difference, and we wish them every success as they complete this important stage of their 
education.  After all that, we are very excited to see them at Prom on Wednesday evening – a very 
well deserved occasion to relax together! 

For all other year groups this week, we have taken some time in assembly to explore an important 
and sensitive topic - water safety.  I make no apology for focusing on this, particularly as we move 
towards the summer months when young people are naturally drawn to outdoor spaces. We have 
been working with information provided by the Staffordshire safeguarding partnership, highlighting 
the real risks associated with open water such as rivers, canals and reservoirs. Tragically, local 
reviews have shown that drowning incidents can and do happen, often quickly and without 
warning. 
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We would really encourage families to take a few moments to read the attached newsletter 
together. It offers practical advice on keeping young people safe, both outdoors and at home, and 
reminds us that even small amounts of water can present significant risks if young people are 
unsupervised. 

Earlier this week, we also launched our Parent Experience Survey, and I would like to thank those 
of you who have already taken the time to respond. Your feedback is incredibly valuable and plays 
an important role in helping us to continually improve what we offer. If you have not yet had the 
opportunity to complete the survey, I would warmly encourage you to do so. It takes around 10 
minutes and will remain open until 5pm on Friday 26 June. 

I was delighted this week to welcome and celebrate the appointment of our new Headteacher’s 
Prefects - Wyatt, Prakeerthana, Kayla, Alex, Sydney and Logan. These students have 
demonstrated outstanding commitment, leadership and dedication to our school community. They 
have earned this opportunity through their contribution to school life, and I am incredibly proud of 
each and every one of them. I am confident they will make a positive and lasting impact in their 
new roles.   

We also celebrate an exceptional achievement beyond school. Charlie (Year 10) has become the 
fastest under-15, 5k runner, having clocked an amazing time of 15 minutes and 11 seconds at the 
Mid Cheshire 5k. This is a remarkable accomplishment and one of which we are immensely proud.   
I shall keep this in mind for motivation, when attempting my next ‘WAT a Run’! 

Which brings me to share with you - the official video from WAT a Run 2026* is now available to 
view.  So many of our students, staff, Parent Champions, families and friends pulled together to put 
on a simply joyful welcome for the fund-raising runners when they reached our Academy.  I urge 
you to spare a few minutes to watch:  WAT a Run 2026: 85km, 15 Schools, 1 Incredible Weekend! 
🏃🏃🏃🏃🎉🎉 

As part of this fundraising, our Year 7 and Year 8 students made a difference through their 
involvement in the High 5 Fundraising Challenge, part of the Bed & Breakfast campaign†. This 
initiative encouraged students to stay active while raising sponsorship to support others. Next week 
marks the final opportunity to contribute, and we would encourage any remaining donations to 
be made via the Arbor shop. It is a wonderful example of our students showing compassion, 
responsibility and commitment to their wider community. 

 

 

 
* WAT a Run 2026 | Windsor Academy Trust 
† Bed and Breakfast Campaign | Windsor Academy Trust 

https://www.claytonhallacademy.org.uk/assets/downloads/policies-and-statements/WAT-PrivacyNotice-Parents-Carers.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2t4eyXVmaYE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2t4eyXVmaYE
https://www.windsoracademytrust.org.uk/civic-3/wat-a-run-2/wat-a-run-2
https://www.windsoracademytrust.org.uk/civic-3/wat-a-run-2/bed-and-break
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Finally, as you may begin looking ahead to the summer holiday period and planning what to do, we 
are pleased to share information about a local opportunity that may be of interest. The Shooting 
Stars Netball Holiday Club will be running fun and inclusive sessions at Keele University Sports 
Centre for children of all abilities. It offers a great chance to stay active, build confidence and enjoy 
time with others during the holidays, and further details can be found in the attached flyer. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 

Warm regards  

 
 
CATY REID 
Headteacher 

Encs:  Water Safety newsletter 
  Shooting Stars Netball Club 
 
 
  

https://www.claytonhallacademy.org.uk/assets/downloads/policies-and-statements/WAT-PrivacyNotice-Parents-Carers.pdf
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Dates for your diary: 
 

w/c 8 Jun Year 11 GCSEs continue (ending on 17.6.26) 

Thurs 11 Jun Year 8 Big Bang Fayre trip 
(further info from cashton@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk) 

Fri 12 Jun Year 8 HPV Vaccinations 
(further info from www.mpft.nhs.uk/services/school-age-immunisation-service) 

w/c 15 Jun Years 7-9 KAT tests 

w/c 22 Jun Years 7-9 KAT tests 

Mon 22 - Tues 23 Jun DofE Bronze Practice Expedition  
(further info from tlongshaw@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk)  

Wed 24 Jun Year 11 Prom (tickets on sale in Arbor ‘shop’) 

Fri 26 Jun Inset Day (school closed to students) 

w/c 29 Jun Year 10 Work Experience Week 

Tues 30 Jun Year 7-9 Sports Day  

Mon 6 Jul - Tues 7 Jul DofE Bronze Final Expedition  
(further info from tlongshaw@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk)  

Mon 13 Jul - Fri 17 Jul Year 10 Switzerland trip  
(further info from awhite@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk) 

Thurs 16 Jul 
Summer Trips  
(further info from tlongshaw@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk; 
sign-up now open on Arbor) 

Fri 17 July Term ends 

 

https://www.claytonhallacademy.org.uk/assets/downloads/policies-and-statements/WAT-PrivacyNotice-Parents-Carers.pdf
mailto:cashton@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
https://www.mpft.nhs.uk/services/school-age-immunisation-service
mailto:tlongshaw@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
mailto:tlongshaw@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
mailto:awhite@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
mailto:tlongshaw@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk

