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19 June 2026
Dear Parents and Carers

This week feels like a significant moment in the school year, as we reach the point where all GCSE
examinations have now been completed. For our Year 11 students, this marks the culmination of
years of hard work, determination and growth during their time at Clayton Hall Academy. It is
always a time of pride and reflection, as we think about how far they have come and all they have
achieved.

We now look forward to celebrating together at Year 11 Prom next Wednesday, when students will
have the opportunity to relax, enjoy one another’s company and mark the end of this important
chapter. Looking ahead, GCSE Results Day will take place on Thursday 20 August from 9.00am, and
we very much look forward to welcoming students back to share in that moment with them. While
this may feel like the end of an era, our students will always remain part of the Clayton Hall
Academy family, and we continue to support them as they take their next steps.

For students in Years 7-10 this week, we have revisited our expectations around anti-bullying
through assemblies - a key part of our ongoing programme to reinforce our school values. These
sessions are a regular and important opportunity to remind students of the standards we expect,
ensuring that kindness, respect and inclusion remain at the heart of our school community.
Students explored what bullying can look like, including physical, verbal, social and online
behaviours, and discussed how to seek support for themselves or others, if needed. It was
particularly encouraging to see the maturity and thoughtfulness shown by everyone but especially
by our Year 7 and Year 9 students, who engaged so positively with the messages being shared.

We have also been pleased to take part in a new initiative this week, welcoming the NHS Mental
Health Support Team to deliver our first ‘5 Ways to Wellbeing’ session with some of Year 7. This
session encouraged students to think about simple, practical ways to look after their wellbeing,
including connecting with others, being active, taking notice of the world around them, learning
new things and helping others. It was a valuable opportunity, and we are proud to be involved in
this pilot programme as we continue to place wellbeing at the heart of everything we do. We look
forward to building on this further and hope to expand opportunities like this in the future as we
continue to strengthen our support for student wellbeing.

You may also find it helpful to explore the NHS guidance on the ‘5 steps to mental wellbeing’, which
supports the ideas covered in the session: 5 steps to mental wellbeing - NHS
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https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/self-help/guides-tools-and-activities/five-steps-to-mental-wellbeing/
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Students in Years 7 and 9 have also been completing their KAT (Knowledge Assessment Tests) this
week. These assessments are designed to support learning rather than create pressure, helping us

to identify what students have understood well and where further support may be needed. | have

been impressed with how calmly and positively students have approached these, simply getting on
with their work and striving to do their best.

Another highlight this week has been the continued success of WAT a Choir. Over 40 of our
students have been involved in rehearsals in recent weeks, culminating in a performance at the
Walsall Arena. It was an absolute pleasure to see our Treblemakers choir perform, closing the show
with a fantastic rendition of Thriller. The energy, confidence and talent on display were truly
outstanding, and | was incredibly proud not only of their performance, but also of the way they
supported and encouraged other students from across the Trust throughout the event. A huge well
done to every single student who took part and to Mrs Thomas-Nash. You were all superstars!

Beyond the classroom, we also continue to strengthen our links with the wider community. This
week saw another meeting of our Local Community Committee (LCC). This group continues to
grow in both membership and influence, helping us to build strong and meaningful relationships
with local partners. These partnerships are invaluable in supporting not only academic success, but
also the personal development of our students, creating opportunities that enrich their experiences
and help them to thrive.

Also important in helping us to shape and deliver on the academic and personal potential of
students, is your feedback to us. Our Parent Experience Survey remains open, and we would really
encourage all parents to take the time to complete it if you have not already done so. To those who
have completed it — thank you. Your feedback is extremely important to us and plays a vital role in
helping us to continuously improve and strengthen the partnership between home and school.

Finally, I would like to end by sharing some truly uplifting feedback from one of our classrooms this
week. Mr Longshaw wrote to the parents of students who were in class 8Y/English3 yesterday, to
say how proud he was of the class and described how “from the moment they entered the room to
the end of a double lesson, students worked with focus, enthusiasm and a genuine desire to
succeed. They were asking thoughtful questions, supporting one another and showing a real
determination to do their very best. There was a particularly positive atmosphere in the classroom,
with students sharing ideas and encouraging each other as they developed their work, and
demonstrating a strong sense of ownership and pride in their learning”.

Mr Longshaw described the lesson as “a genuine pleasure to teach”, and it is clear that the habits
and attitudes on display were everything we hope to see across our academy. It is moments like
these that remind us of the positive culture we are building together, and the difference that effort,
focus and encouragement can make. If your child was present in this class yesterday, please do take
the time to celebrate this with them - it is something they should feel very proud of.
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Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

Warm regards

CATY REID
Headteacher

Enc:

Smart School Uniform Voucher

Dates for your diary:

w/c 22 Jun

Years 7-9 KAT tests

Mon 22 - Tues 23 Jun

DofE Bronze Practice Expedition
(further info from tlongshaw@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk)

WAT Athletics, Walsall

Tues 23 Jun (further info from rrhodes@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk)
Wed 24 Jun Year 11 Prom

Fri 26 Jun Inset Day (school closed to students)

w/c 29 Jun Year 10 Work Experience Week

Tues 30 Jun Year 7-9 Sports Day

Mon 6 Jul - Tues 7 Jul

DofE Bronze Final Expedition
(further info from tlongshaw@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk)

Thurs 9 - Fri 10 Jul

Year 10 Geography fieldtrips
(one day per student; further info from
agraham@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk)

Mon 13 Jul - Fri 17 Jul

Year 10 Switzerland trip
(further info from awhite@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk)

Summer Trips

Thurs 16 Jul (further info from tlongshaw@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk;
sign-up now open on Arbor)
Fri 17 July Term ends
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