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26 June 2026
Dear Parents and Carers

As we reach the end of another busy week, | think it is fair to say that the recent hot weather has
brought an additional level of challenge for both students and staff alike. | would like to thank you
for your continued support with the temporary adjustments we made, including students wearing
their PE kit instead of full uniform. It was particularly pleasing to see students’ approach this with
such maturity, continuing to represent the academy proudly by wearing their full PE kit
appropriately, rather than drifting into casual or unsuitable clothing — my thanks to you all.

We are expecting temperatures to ease over the weekend, and therefore:

- full school uniform will be expected again from Monday 29 June, except for blazers. No blazer
is needed for the rest of the term and
- PE kit should be worn on Tuesday (Sports Day, further information later).

Despite the heat, | had the absolute pleasure of attending our Year 11 Prom on Wednesday
evening, held this year at the Bet365 Stadium. It was a truly wonderful evening, with students
arriving in style and enjoying a well-deserved opportunity to celebrate together at the end of their
GCSE journey. They looked fantastic and conducted themselves with real maturity and pride,
making it a very special occasion for all involved. Moments like this are a fitting way to mark the
end of such an important chapter in their lives.

As | have mentioned in previous letters, this term is always one filled with both hard work and
celebration, and this week has seen several enriching off-site experiences for our students. Our
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze students successfully completed their practice expedition (see social
media for photos), demonstrating resilience, teamwork and determination - particularly
commendable given the challenging weather conditions. These experiences play such an important
role in building confidence and independence, and we are extremely proud of all who took part.

For those considering taking on this worthwhile challenge next year, we invited parents and
students into school on Thursday evening for an information evening and we hope to see even
more of our students signed up and taking part in this unique opportunity. If your child would like
to sign-up, it’s not too late and you can get more information from
tlongshaw@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk

¥V
NN ";“«

| oréis 3 Ac

Eco-Schools Good School

2021-2022

Emotional Wellbeing in Schools and Colleges


mailto:tlongshaw@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk

2
26 June 2026

Alongside this, several of our students took part in a Student Senate Summit, a two-day residential
experience at the University of Worcester, bring together young people from schools across the
Trust. The summit is designed to develop leadership skills, confidence and student voice, giving
students the opportunity to collaborate, share ideas and contribute to the future direction of their
schools and wider community. Those who attended represented the academy exceptionally well,
engaging thoughtfully in discussions and embracing the opportunity to challenge themselves in a
new environment. It is fantastic to see students developing these important life skills beyond the
classroom.

We have also seen students engaging with valuable careers-focused opportunities this week. Some
attended the Institute of Technology at Stafford College to explore pathways within Health and Life
Sciences, taking part in practical activities such as learning clinical skills and exploring healthcare
careers. Others visited to explore opportunities within Engineering and Construction, where they
experienced hands-on activities including robotics, CAD and surveying. Others went to Stoke Sixth
Form College to allow them to experience a different educational setting, teaching styles, and
courses, which will greatly aid them in making informed decisions for their Post-16

education. These visits give students a real insight into future pathways and help them to make
informed decisions about their next steps.

Looking ahead, next week is Work Experience Week for our Year 10 students. Many will be out in
the local community, gaining first-hand experience in a range of professional environments, and we
are excited to hear about their experiences. Opportunities like this are invaluable in developing
confidence, workplace skills and a clearer understanding of future career possibilities. For those
Year 10’s remaining in school, a programme of careers-focused activities has been carefully
planned.

In sporting news, our Under 15 tennis team have been busy in recent weeks, showing great
resilience across a series of fixtures. Although results have not always gone their way - losing to
Newcastle-under-Lyme School 6-0 in May and narrowly to Alleyne’s 4-2 last week - the team
demonstrated real determination this week, securing a well-deserved 4-2 victory against St
Joseph’s College in challenging heat. Additional players also took part in extra matches,
contributing to an overall 6-3 result. It has been fantastic to see the squad working hard, supporting
one another and continuing to improve, and we look forward to them resuming fixtures after the
Year 10 work experience week.

In keeping with the theme of physical activity, Years 7-9 parents — please remind your child that it’s
Sports Day on Tuesday. They can bring cash either for the ice cream van (various prices eg £2.80
for double cone, less for a single and up to maximum of £4.00 for trays), or the sweet stall (items
here are 50p or £1.00) — hopefully something for everyone!
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Finally, can | thank all families who took the time to complete our Parent Experience Survey, which

closes at 5pm today. Your feedback is incredibly important to us, and we look forward to reviewing

the (anonymised) results and sharing key themes with you in due course.

| hope that students and families enjoy the slightly longer weekend ahead due to today’s Inset Day

and, perhaps, some cooler weather.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

Warm regards

CATY REID
Headteacher
Enc: Uniform voucher

Dates for your diary:

Fri 26 Jun Inset Day (school closed to students)
w/c 29 Jun Year 10 Work Experience Week
Tues 30 Jun Year 7-9 Sports Day

Mon 6 Jul - Tues 7 Jul

DofE Bronze Final Expedition
(further info from tlongshaw@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk)

Mon 13 Jul - Fri 17 Jul

Year 10 Switzerland trip
(further info from awhite@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk)

Summer Trips

Thurs 16 Jul (further info from tlongshaw@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk;
sign-up now open on Arbor)
Fri 17 July Term ends
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