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3 July 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers 

As we end another busy week at our academy, many of us will be turning our attention to Sunday 

evening's (Monday morning’s) football!  As we unite in supporting our national team in their World 

Cup campaign, we recognise that there may be some very tired children - and adults - on Monday 

morning. 

With this in mind, our academy will open as usual, with the school day starting at 8.40am.  

However, if your child watches the match and needs a little additional rest, we are happy for them 

to arrive at school any time up to 10.00am on Monday morning. We hope this small adjustment 

helps families who wish to enjoy the occasion together without worrying quite so much about the 

usual Monday morning rush. Should your child arrive after 8.40am, please ensure they sign in at 

the Attendance Office – this means we don’t need to contact you to check their whereabouts. 

School life this week has felt a little different to the norm, with our Year 11 students no longer here 

and our Year 10 students spending the week out on work experience placements. Despite having 

fewer students on site than usual, the academy has certainly not felt any quieter and how 

wonderful it has been to see such a hive of activity full of enthusiasm and positivity from everyone!  

Our Year 10 students have been gaining valuable real-world experience across a wide range of 

industries including education, legal, finance and accountancy, construction, engineering and trade 

companies, retail, veterinary practices, healthcare and digital services, amongst many others too 

many to mention.  We have been keeping in touch with them throughout the week and have been 

delighted to hear how much they have enjoyed the experience.  Employers increasingly value young 

people who can demonstrate workplace experience, and opportunities like these help our students 

develop independence and employability skills that will serve them well in the future – my sincere 

thanks to you as parents, for supporting them with this. 

Meanwhile, for our Year 7-9 students and our incoming Year 6 cohort, it has been an incredibly 

busy and enjoyable week, packed with opportunities to learn, connect and have fun. 

One of the highlights of the week was undoubtedly the triumphant return of Sports Day on 

Tuesday. We were blessed with almost perfect conditions – warm sunshine without the extreme 

heat of recent weeks and, importantly, no rain! What followed was a fantastic day of participation, 

competition and community spirit. 

 



2 
3 July 2026 

Privacy Notice (Parents) 

 

Firstly, I would like to place on record my sincere thanks to the staff who worked incredibly hard 

behind the scenes and throughout the day. Whether organising events, officiating, supervising 

students, setting up and packing away equipment, recording results or supporting in countless 

other ways, their teamwork and commitment ensured the day ran as smoothly and successfully as 

it did. 

Most importantly, however, the day belonged to our students. It was wonderful to see so many 

getting involved, encouraging one another and stepping outside their comfort zones. Perhaps the 

best measure of success comes from the students themselves. Comments included: “It’s been really 

fun,” “I don’t really like sport, but I loved it,” “Everyone’s been involved,” and “Really good, would 

love to do this more often.” One group of Year 8 girls commented, “It was scary at first but once we 

got started it was such good fun,” while a group of Year 8 boys told us, “The athletics was the best – 

we really enjoyed watching the teachers’ race.”  

Whilst there will always be opportunities to refine and improve events such as these, it was 

fantastic to see students embracing the day with such enthusiasm and positivity. We would also 

welcome feedback from parents and students as we begin planning for future Sports Days. 

Wednesday and Thursday then brought another major highlight of the week as we welcomed Year 

6 students for their Transition Days. These are among my favourite events of the year, as they 

provide our newest students with the opportunity to begin their Clayton Hall Academy journey and 

experience first-hand what life here will be like. 

The first day focused on outdoor and team-based activities, allowing students to build friendships 

and confidence while becoming familiar with our site. Importantly, they spent the day with their 

new Form Tutor, giving them a familiar face to recognise and turn to when they join us properly in 

September. The second day moved into classrooms, where students threw themselves into a 

variety of activities including science challenges, art projects and even making their own no-bake 

flapjacks. Their enthusiasm was infectious throughout. 

A special mention must go to our Year 9 student helpers, who were outstanding ambassadors for 

the academy. They acted as positive role models, offered reassurance, answered questions and 

helped our visitors feel welcome from the moment they arrived.   

The two days culminated in our Transition Evening, where students returned with their families to 

reflect on their experiences, meet Form Tutors, learn more about life at Clayton Hall Academy and 

ask any remaining questions. We very much hope that the days have helped ease any concerns and 

increased the excitement for September. Judging by the smiles, enthusiasm and energy on display, I 

think it is fair to say that everyone had a wonderful time. We certainly cannot wait to welcome 

them back as members of our school community in September.  Thanks are due to our valued 

Parent Champions who supported this event - Katy and Liz. 

 

https://www.claytonhallacademy.org.uk/assets/downloads/policies-and-statements/WAT-PrivacyNotice-Parents-Carers.pdf
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Finally for this week, I would like to share information about a couple of worthwhile opportunities 

that have been offered to us.  

- Newcastle-under-Lyme Golf Club is hosting a free CRY (Cardiac Risk in the Young) heart 

screening event on 5 August 2026 for young people aged 14-35.  Heart screening can provide 

valuable reassurance and identify potential concerns at an early stage. Families interested in 

booking can find further details and register via www.testmyheart.org.uk/private/ by selecting 

Newcastle-under-Lyme Golf Club and using the password nulgc1908. Bookings must be made by 

8 July. 

- You may also be interested in a FREE Level 1 Sports Leadership Qualification* taking place this 

summer. The course is open to young people aged 12-16 who are interested in sport, coaching 

or leadership and provides the opportunity to gain a nationally recognised qualification while 

developing confidence, communication and teamwork skills. The course is fully funded for 

pupils eligible for benefit-related Free School Meals. Further information is attached. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. I hope you and your families have a lovely 

weekend, and I look forward to sharing more news with you next week. 

Warm regards  

 

 

 

CATY REID 

Headteacher 

 

Encs: Uniform voucher   

 Sports Leadership flyer 

 Term Dates 2026-27 

  

 
* https://eequ.org/book/bee-active-sports-leaders-level-1-with-bee-active-17399 
 

https://www.claytonhallacademy.org.uk/assets/downloads/policies-and-statements/WAT-PrivacyNotice-Parents-Carers.pdf
http://www.testmyheart.org.uk/private/
https://eequ.org/book/bee-active-sports-leaders-level-1-with-bee-active-17399
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Dates for your diary: 

 

Mon 6 Jul - Tues 7 Jul 
DofE Bronze Final Expedition  
(further info from tlongshaw@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk)  

Thurs 9 or Fri 10 Jul 
Year 10 Geography fieldtrips 
(further info from agraham@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk)  

Mon 13 Jul - Fri 17 Jul 
Year 10 Switzerland trip  
(further info from awhite@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk) 

Thurs 16 Jul 
Summer Trips  
(further info from tlongshaw@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk) 

Fri 17 July Term ends 

Thurs 20 Aug Year 11 Results Day (9.00am) 

Thurs 3 Sept 

Years 7-11 - Autumn Term begins 
- Years 7 and 11 to arrive for 8.40am 

- Years 8, 9 and 10 to arrive during breaktime & before 11.15am 
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