
 

 

 

CRE/JFI 

5 June 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I hope you and your families enjoyed a restful half-term break. We have now returned for the final 

half term of the academic year - always a significant period full of activity, achievement and 

reflection.  While the end of the year may feel in sight, there is certainly no let-up in momentum. 

GCSE examinations continue, Key Stage 3 students will soon take their KAT assessments, and we are 

already enjoying opportunities to get to know our incoming Year 6 students who will be joining us 

in September. Alongside this, there is still much learning to be done, coupled with enriching 

experiences ahead, including trips, visits and celebrations that will make these final weeks of term 

so memorable. 

Firstly, our Year 11 students returned this week to continue their GCSE examinations. Today marks 

their Leavers’ Day, following their English exam this morning - a special moment where the year 

group comes together for the final time as one whole year group. Students will have the 

opportunity to celebrate with one another, enjoy a well-deserved ice cream and take part in the 

traditional shirt-signing.  While there are still important exams to come, it feels right to pause and 

recognise this milestone in their school journey. I would like to particularly commend our music 

students, who demonstrated real professionalism today in returning later in the day to complete 

their music GCSE - an excellent example of resilience and focus. As students now move onto study 

leave, please be reminded that we remain here to support them whenever needed. 

It has also been a pleasure to see students continuing to embrace wider enrichment opportunities. 

This week, a group of students from Years 7–10 took part in the WAT Aspire Dance Day at Windsor 

Olympus Academy.  Alongside peers from across the Trust, they took part in a series of intensive 

workshops led by industry professionals, exploring styles such as commercial and contemporary 

dance.  The day also included a question-and-answer session with professional dancers and 

choreographers, giving students valuable insight into the world of performance.  Our students 

represented the academy exceptionally well, showing energy, commitment and a willingness to 

challenge themselves – Ms Mood (Head of Faculty) commented “it was a joy to see them 

developing their talents in such an inspiring environment” – well done to you all! 
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Looking ahead, I would like to make you aware that next week we will be launching our Trust-wide 

Parent Experience Survey, which will be shared using ‘Edurio’ (look out for an email on Monday 

about this).  This short survey provides an important opportunity for you to share your views about 

your experience with our academy, helping us to understand what is working well and where we 

can continue to improve.  It will take around 10 minutes to complete and will remain open until 

Friday 26 June at 5pm. We greatly value your feedback and would warmly encourage you to take 

part. 

I would also like to share a brief staffing update, as we continue to strengthen the support 

structures for our students. As we move towards a five Head of Year model from September, we 

are pleased to confirm several new appointments. Mrs Newton will take on the role of Head of Year 

for our new Year 7 cohort (September 2026 onward), while Miss Holland will become Head of Year 

9.  Mr Smallman and Mrs Chorlton will lead Years 10 and 11 respectively, and Mr Cartlidge will 

remain with our current Year 7 as they move into Year 8.  This structure will ensure greater 

continuity, allowing students to build strong, lasting relationships with staff as they progress 

through the school. We also take this opportunity to wish Miss Higginson every success as she 

moves on to new opportunities. 

Finally, as we enter this last half term, it is important that we maintain our high standards right 

through to the end of the academic year. This includes pride in our appearance and adherence to 

our uniform policy. School uniform plays an important role in promoting a sense of belonging, 

equality and readiness for learning.  As a reminder, students may wear one pair of stud earrings and 

a watch only.  Any other piercings, including nose piercings, must be removed or replaced with a 

clear retainer during the school day, and no jewellery may be worn during PE lessons for health and 

safety reasons.  We appreciate your support in helping ensure all students arrive fully prepared and 

able to participate safely in all aspects of school life. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. There is much to look forward to in the weeks 

ahead, and we are proud to continue working together as a strong and supportive school 

community. 

Warm regards  

 

 

CATY REID 

Headteacher 

Encs:  Term Dates 2026-27 

 

 

 

 

https://www.claytonhallacademy.org.uk/assets/downloads/policies-and-statements/WAT-PrivacyNotice-Parents-Carers.pdf
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Dates for your diary: 

 

w/c 8 Jun Year 11 GCSEs continue (ending on 17.6.26) 

Thurs 11 Jun 
Year 8 Big Bang Fayre trip 
(further info from cashton@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk) 

Fri 12 Jun 
Year 8 HPV Vaccinations 
(further info from www.mpft.nhs.uk/services/school-age-immunisation-service) 

w/c 15 Jun Years 7-9 KAT tests 

w/c 22 Jun Years 7-9 KAT tests 

Mon 22 - Tues 23 Jun 
DofE Bronze Practice Expedition  
(further info from tlongshaw@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk)  

Wed 24 Jun Year 11 Prom (tickets on sale in Arbor ‘shop’) 

Fri 26 Jun Inset Day (school closed to students) 

w/c 29 Jun Year 10 Work Experience Week 

Tues 30 Jun Year 7-9 Sports Day  

Mon 6 Jul - Tues 7 Jul 
DofE Bronze Final Expedition  
(further info from tlongshaw@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk)  

Mon 13 Jul - Fri 17 Jul 
Year 10 Switzerland trip  
(further info from awhite@claytonhall.windsoracademytrust.org.uk) 

Fri 17 July Term ends 
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